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GAVIN'S

RESIGNATION

DRAWS A STRONG
RESPONSE

When John Gavin an-
Aounced ks resignation &
LS Ambasssdor 7 Mexien,
the passionaie coniroversy
hat surrpunded b low of
off'te was urwashed a' over

again

There & wery littke informa-
tion available here that helps
w explain John  Gavin's
resignation a8 WS, ambas-
sador w0 Mexico. We simply
do not know T the decision
was made in some State
Department office in
Washingtan, o § after fivs
vears of constant  frictions
and misvnderstandings with
a vanety of our government
agencies, Mexican patience
finally ran o after some
new problem,

For those who view the
gituation from the ponRt o
vieww of (Gavin's unusually
oriey tErm lfive yearsl the
resignation  was, n fact,
overdue. These same
analysts  feel that Gavin
should bhave Ileft severs
months ago, For others, his
resignation sesmad
prematura, o 3t |east sw-
priging becauze ® came
earlier than they expectad.
They expressed  surprise
based on the widaly-
acknowledged gentleman's
agreement Detween the ex-
actor and former head of the
Screen Actors Guild in the
US and Fresident Ronald
Raagan, :hat Gavin  would
hold Hs post until the end of
Reagan's term,

At army rate, Gavin's perfor-
mance a2 ambassador from
1981 © May 16, 1986 de-
mands a reevaluation o the
terms of the diplomatit
refationship between Mexico
and the United States.

Bad Memorias

h & quite tlear now that
Mexico harbkors mo fond

memaories of Gavin, despite
the fact that when he ook
his nost five years ago,
seemed that he would be
papular with both Mexican
public opnion; ahd even the
Mexican government. His
mother & of Mexican origin,
he speaks Spanish guite well
and he & a Holhywood star,
which n itseif s often
encugh 10 genarsle
charisma, i addition. he had

e "1 vwatil YO, Phado by Hdhed Gowtali

played Pedro Paramo. the
famous Juan Rulfo
rharacter, and thal warmed
Mexico's culturgl pride. His
physical atirachivengss was
also  well-known o TV
viewers who frequently saw
hirn i Bacardi rum cammer-
cials,

Gavin #50 had a series of
political factors n hia favor
when e began, For Mex-
icanz, the relationship with
the United States & wital
and the LL5, ambassador is
almost akways a vary Impor-
tant public figure hera.
Gavin's predecessor. Julian
MNava, rmgintained a very kw
profile and wes extrémely
passive during his entire tour
d duty. i Mexican govern-
ment circles, & B commonly
held that there s no real dif-
fe re nc & between
Republicans and Democrats
in their positlons with

ragerds © Mexico. Thus, no

one expectad Gavin o make
ary bsg changes,

But they were wrong.
Oiplomatic  refationsd  un-
derwent major changes and
became strained beyond the
normat  tehsion that has
traditionally marked the
ralationship between Mexico
and he United States,

MNews of Gavin's resignation
weas anncounced first o the
US. press corps in Mexico,
even before Fresiden:
Migue! oe b Madrid was ad-
viged, Thus, & he hét car-
red o his charge, SO he
brought ¥ © 2 dosg with
totally gnorthodox
preceedings, His style, for
one Igst time, provoked 3
wave of strong resclionrs on
the part OF Mexican officials
and press. and L became
clear, that & least 'n erms
of public relations,
Washington's emissary
had beena failure,

The fist reaction of a Mex-
ican diplomat who was
natified by phone was,
“Greatl”

The fromt page headins of
Mexico City's largest mom-
ing papsr was, “"Whaw!
Gavin's Leavingl”

According 1 one very high-
eyl WMexican Official, Gavin
wis 38 ‘“"hyperactive
diplornat.”” He was involved
N activities that bok him
wall beyond traditional
diplomatie spheres. He gave
his oppinion, exerted pres-
sUres and ook achions on B
sues refated o e country's
courts. commerca, domsastic
poHcy, electoral campaligns,
religious and pvan military
affairs.

in general, ¥ can ba said that
diverse sectors o Mexican
society held a markediy
Negative gpinion o Gavin,
Acapulco's Chamber of
Toutism commented that his
resignation was “favprable
for the country'” Artist Jose
Luis Cusvas, who On on@ OC-
casion had sad that Gawvin
would have been better
directed by Alfrad Hitcheocok
than By Ronald Reagan.
stated, “We Hope that he
goes back w makihg fiims
and commaercials: hell be
less dangerous that way.'*
Maturally, al! d te political
parhies on the left celebrated

Gawivs departure | But
Unmified Socialist Party of
Mexico ([{FSUM) leader,

Pable Gomez, wrote, “Tha



pressures  on  Mexico wh
Continue anyway, even
without Gavin around” The
conservalive, MNational A
tion Party (PAN) that often
received open displays of
Gavin's support, decided not
r commant on the matier
50 a8 D avoid having © de-
fend a man who tad evoked
50 many critical oplnions.

n the Mexican pross, a fre-
quent target of Gavin's
defamalory comments g
irony=-latden  criticisms.
peolitical cartoonists
responded with virtually un-
precedented consensus
thelr cartaons o he sub-
ECt. That rare phehomenon
occurred on April 8th. K
there was a common
denominator © =i of the
political cartoons that day, ¢
could bhe summed U &
“joy.”'The following are
descriptians of some of thar
work as € appeared N Mex-
ko City's major newspapers.
n Excelsiar, Marino draws a
sihouette of the Ambas-
sador whh two wounds h
hig back, one labeled Sonora
end the ather Iebeled
Chihuahua.

in B Universal, Naranjo has
Gavin saying, "M &k Ron ©
send you Bob Hopel™
Helioflores drew a
newsgpapsiboy in the street

calling ©ut the day's
headline, “"Gavinette
Resigns."" {"Renuncta &

Gavingte:” N Spanish  the
play on words s with
gabinete-cabinet, The car-
topnist substituted a "v' or
the “b'' so that the word
becomes 2 pejorative fomm
of Savin's nama),

n La Jornada, Magu, with
his customary Buper-ugly
style, dreww Gavin with his
letter of resignation n one
hand and a telephona
receiver 'n the other. He &
saying, “1 don't know how
'm going © get out or hers,
The highways are 350
dangarous, but its even
worse o oget nlo & air-
plane.”’ This was a reference
L a recent Gavin campaign
against the supposed
dangers on Mexico s
highways and © the recent
Mexicana Airdines crash,
Flsgen, in the same
newspaper, has Gavin dres-
sed a5 a clown and saying,
~And after improving our
country' 5 bilataral relations. |
oW move on” The

audience & roaring with
laughter, and e of the
speclators A& the show Says
"MNext fime. send s Jerry
Lewis for ambassedor”™

The Novedades cartoonist
Rpssas, driew a man-in-the-
street who  comrments,
"Everyane who's going
sround celebrating Gavin's
rasignation ought 1o
remember that better the
devii you wnow than the
devil you don't” Aml a
street dog responds, “Joel
Poinsett, Henry Lane
Wilson....” Novedadas &
owned by one of tha most
‘mportant stock-halders in
the Televisa consartium
{Mexico’s largest elactronic
media corporatlonl.
Televisa follows a very con-
servallve fne and was guite
accomadating % Gavin's
whims.

f3avin™s towr a5 ambassador
gave a new Stylistic twist 0
Mexico-U.S, diplomatic
relations. Previousiy,
Washington gave relativaly
litle imporiance © e am-
basadorship in Mexca b
fact, during the Carter ad-
ministration the 3Stete
Department apened a
separate office called ths
Mexican Aaffalrs {oordinator
that was responsible for

Gimyim wit S=preiery of $1afn (ooige S=haits, PFhoto by Renm Goetod)

oversecing bilateral
relationshlfps at the ap-
propriate  official levels far
trade, agriculture. fisheries.
livestock, finances, tounsm,
customs, drug-trafficking,
sc. That office disappeared
when Gavin becsme ambas-
gador, and he, himset.
directly wok over the reins
on all of those bllateral mat-
tersin adclinon, be began ©
play an actve role n Mex-
ico's wnternal affairs and
publically defended his right
© it sa

Half way through Hs time &
ambassador, e cormrmitted
what was an unpardonable
sn for the Mexican political
system. Gavin, in his public
activities, promoted the U8
position in favor o a two-
party system for Mexico, in
the midst o the electoral
CAMpEgns o e country’s
northern stares. he artended
high level mestings held 'n
he 20ne by the Catholic
Church and by the conser-
vative, opposition Natignal
Action Party {FAN).

The poalitical system
mobilized against Gavin, The
House o Representatives
passed a statement con-
demning the Ambassador's
intromission 1 Mexican in-
ternal affairs. Gavin
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responded by derending his
right 0 act publically in favor
of the PaN_ The Executive
Branch made no comment
on the mateer, but & was db-
vius that any hopes 07 har-
mony had been shatterad.

& the beginning of last year,
8 new Crisis occurred, in
which Gavin's rough style
further alienaiad Mexican
diplomatic cirgles,; After the
murder of Ensigue Camarena
Balazar, an agent o the U8
Drug Enforcement Agency.
Washington launched
“Operation Intecept™ &ong
i3 border with Maexico.
Gavin added spice o the
glready "“hypertensive
glimate’” {as it was
characterized by Bemarde
Sapulveda, Mexice's
Foreign Minister} with hi
no-hotds-barred  comments
on cotruption N the Mexican
police force. The ambas-
sador's behavior by then
was no longer Justa product
of his own parsonal siyle,
Gavin  was respo nging
faithfully % e rules of the
mewe Brd of UL S, international
relations.

The traditicnal divergences
between Mexico @d the
United States n regards ©
their mult-fateral relations

have widened significantly
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during e past few years of
the Reagan administration.
Mexico's vote 1 the United
Mations & aimost always the
opposite o the US vow,
And the LLS, commitment ©
counter -revorutionary  forces
fighting 8gainst Micaragua B
a ciear chairenge ta Mexica's
eiforts o the Contadora
Group. Gavin wed ai of the
means within hbs reach
communicate his gowvern-
ment's disapproval o the
Mexican position on  this
matier.

Less than a month afier hav-
ing packed hs bags and
headed off for Los Angeles.
Gavin made one more deci-
sioh, which was raady the
crowning biow B his years
of heayy-handed diplomacy
in Maxico. A few days after
the LS bombing of Libya,
the embasgsy stopped issuing
visas to Mexcans who
wished © travel 0 the U5

Tre measure affected an
average & one thousand
people a day. (The LS em-
bassy i Medco, together
with thogse T London and
Maniia Issus more visas rhan
in any other countries
around te world). Gavin
defended the decision on the
basis of “security concerns”
and fear that there might be
# Libyan attack agamnst the
dipromatic missfon,
Nonetheiess, n other cifies
where the U5  embassies
wouid have been more
togical  targets for  Elbyan
retafiations, m such drastic
measures were taken, Once
again the ambassador acted
h the soverest possible way.
Today, this & one of the
characternistics of the
diplomatic reiatlonship that
Davin's possibie Suctessorn
Charies Filliod, wititnhent. &

Blunche Petrich
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