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THE WORLD
SOCCER CUP IS
HERE!

During the momh of June, af of Mexico's attencion will fnoure
ol 3 soceer extravaganze thet & Faff sport half rivel. What &
4s socied and econornit importante f¥ a country i orisis?

For he first tme n the 56 ywar-oid history of internationat
soccer championships. a country wil gt © host the games
for & second time.* That country & Mexico,

Teams from twenty-four countries, which bave survived af-
ducus pay-offs 0 clasify for the event, will compete T
games © be herd & 12 Mexican stadlumg betwean May 31
and Jung Z3. Thay wili be participating in the most 'mportant
professionai sports avent b the world, the Wyord Socoer
Champion Ship, héd oniy once every four yaars.

Unlike the first time Mexico hosted the games, this fime the
COUARTY & n the midst of the worsr sconomic orfsis n ity
history. Because of the Crisis, many people fre thinking about
the possibie social and econormic consequences of the Worldg
Cup. Some critics &k whether the evert will actually help the
eountry’s economy, ¢r § it's an unnecessary luxury, a even
worse, itit & a meansof shifting people’s attention away from
the counfry”s dire Situation,

Sgme, peopig belizve rhat the internationar event will izunch
Mexim on S way 10 Bconomic recgvery. They think farelgn
investors will ba very ‘mpréssed with the excelient Grganize-

* Twelve Workd Cupshass ben hdd uvRtodete: Uruguay in 1530, itakyin
1934, France in 1938, Brazl n 1950, Switredand & 1954, Swgden n
V858, Chile In 1962, El'lnlund n 1066, Mexico in 1970, Gameny in 1974
Argenting in 1378 and Spen in 1982,

forn of e games and that the projection of this positive
image whi make them be wiling © rsk thair capifal n Mexico.
“The World Cup wik create an image abroad that goes beyond
the gports arena” says Sergic Peisez, press dweetor for the
Waordd Cup 88 Organizing Convmitise,

Cn the other hand, others beiieve that “The Word Cup
deforms the reairy of Mexico, because we @e nox 3
spendthrift country”. Some positions sre even more critical,
“The event wiil do nothing b résolve the crisis we're in,” says
former vice-ptesident o the National Association of
Economists. Bravid Coirmenares Paramo. Even some peogple n
the world of soccer express this point of view. “My opinion s
that the World Cup 86 wihl nor benefit he country,” séys

= I*- ||.
J-' ‘ -‘.H

{!f 7

1

1‘:[" # 'h'?_i- || Syl ]

. x
I‘imnruﬂr.nl Llll.l‘itl'ﬂﬂ i the Artece Stadlom e Meskeo Clty Mhaots by Menss Gostoll

Ignacio Trellez. a controversial figure. wheo for over 3 years
has worked = tachnital director of Mexican soccer and was
head coach of the country’s nationar team n the World Cups
heid i Chile and Engiland.

Sorme of the pidyers aiso wormy that the jovs of being 3 spec-
tator are sffectivaly reserved only for the wed-to-do. The peo-
pie who traditionairy fiock 0 socter games are often from the
cOumry's poorer strata, Nonetheress, they wiil be unable © at-
rend the warld prayeffs because “stdmission prices sre totaily
ow of reach for people who earn e minimum wage.™ Says
Javier Aguirre, a key player on this year's Mexican team and
who ais0 has 8 degree in busingss administration,

But none of fhis means hat the Mexican government s turn-
ng & profit on the people’s poverty. i fact, Javier Aguirce ad-
mits that the largest profits probably wont go © Mha
gavernmen?. Ower eighty percent of the organization of the
event B h the hands o the private sector, One can suppose
then, that the profits angd banefits will be accrued n a similgr
proportion.

Tha Dmanizing Committes’s peass office sald thatthe sale of
three mifiion tickers 160% n Mexivo and 40% sbroad) wil
bring e same $73 midion. But according © Colmenargs



FParamo, the rea profits are n the sale of television broad.
casting rights. As of early this year the prvately-owned Mex.
lcan televigion siations raised their price fora mingta’s warth
o zdvertsing for prime viewing tme (betwesn 7 and 11 pmi
from 1,200000 pesos © 1,704 000 pesos (approximategly
$3.500}* Programs #bout the upcoming championship event
are already being shown during this time siok. And during the
entire month o Juns Kk will be the most 'mportant time for
game-by-game commentary & the play-offs build o the
finals

The games wil be transmitted 1© 122 countries worldwide.
Advertising durng the games will cost an astronomical three
million doflars a minutel This is theee times a much as during
the World Cup held n Spain 'n 1982, Those profits will nat
powr into government coffers. however, it rather \nio those
of Televisa, tha corporation that owns the Tntemational broad-
cashng rights.

Sergic Pelagz says Workd Cup profits will be distributed
amang FIFA members (Federation of International Footbsll
Associations, the Mexican Organizing Committee, the 24
participating teams and the Mexican teams that are providing
theyr stadhums for the games

the nation

Estimates arg that this year's World Cup gamss will bs
viewed by some 9 billien people arcund the wordd, according
o Arturd Ba.cena who heads tha Orgamizing Commibes's
media depa.trnent. Thiy impressive number of viewe.s & a
large part of what made Mexico want © host the games n the
firzt place. n bmes of crisis, when some of the media n the
develgped countries insist on emphasizing the country's
nagative aspects, 1U's Mportant D project its positive aspects,
# wel == tha Mexican people’s natural generosity. The 1986
Warld Cup & the \deal means far achieving this,

n addition © ali that has been said. the main fear 1n Mexico
reglly, s that the nanonal team could bea Filure,

Mexico has never been a soccer powerhguse, On this poes-
sion. though., a &t o time end energy have been put o
preparing 8 very solid team, k& not necessarily espected D
win the YWarld Cup, but &k & expecied o reach the finals andat
least satsfy = fans with the quality o it playing, Team
member Javier Aguirre goes so far & T sypgest that the
country'’s social and economic problems could 13ke 3 wrn for
the worse ¥ there B & replay of the {ailure in the last three
World Cup serles [Mexico was eliminagled by tiny HaHi in the
qualifying rounds and didn't even get © the finals n 127401
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Foople wha suffemsdopmages dithng hasardsinke protest sgamsthavoridCup

Pelaez also estimates that Investments I infrastructure will
be less than the costs involved in orgamizing the ewvent “We
have endugh nfragructure; highways. sirports, hotels, satel-
lites, security, stadwmsg, The hegvy outleys were made for the
1968 Olympics and the 1870 World Cup. F.om hera on, it's
al profits ..

* Obviously thes 12 Mo comparison bedwaen thegs Dipure and he cosl of
advertising on prma tirme in tha UE bul theze are tha highedl in Latin
America with hg sicaption of Brazil and Yanerugls
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ended Uy in last place n 1878 following an ignoble defeat by
Morocco; n 1982 Mexico was once again eliminated n the
gualifying rounds. ths fime by Honduras and B Salvadorl.

But the fact & that the eounipy's present situation can't be
changed by the effécts of the Weard Cup. What can changeis
the nation's morale. “Maybe the Mexican people will be
euphoric and (ake things in stride” says economist
Colmenares Paramo, “'But if our nahonal squad fails you can

imagine how the people will react © price increases in public

services o basic foodstuffs”
Qthers criticize the FFA for what they call s arrpgance and
overbearing attitude, 'l think theé FIFA E the main threal &
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the Mexicen govemment” saye Coimenares Paramo. The
leeway allowed © FIFA s “a great political nsk™ bacause it
has been allowed “stales of exception” in monetary and fiscal
matters, and even in regards © the infrestructure to be used
cigims tha former vica-president of the National Association
of Economists,

FIFA has "demanded mofa than B reasonable.” says former
nationai coach Ignacio Treiez, And i te characierstic
roguish spirit that has earned him rrore thana few enernies n
the local spors workd he adds hat fom a sociological
perspectiva, the World Cup wili be "8 kind of circus.”

As the ppening date for he World Cup nears, some wolry
about a possible social wrmoil such 8 the one that ook place
oh the eve of the 1968 Clympics, Arturo Barcena for one, dig-
misses the idea. “Nobody & trying © wse the World Cup to
erase the tragedy of last September’s esrthquake nor the el
fects of the economic crislis we're going through. VWe're ali af-
fected by the crisis..its dfferent from what happened n
1968
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Frve Comegitors Stamam in Cusddtara, Fhoto by Rarss Goatah

What & cartain is that Mexico will go through 30 days of yeii-
ing, tears, isughter end embraces. Mexico will once again host
an internationai event that will put s m the global iimsiight
and will attract millions of European and American fans
whose affiuence and goodwlil toward our COuntry B more
welcome today than ever before, There & ro doubt that & of
May 31, the criticism and complaints wih die down 38 thou-
sands h Mexican stadiums and many millons more [ front of
their television sets yell “Goaaal” 1 & unparaileied minging
of languagesi
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