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happening right now in that
regard with potential implica-
tions for reconversion.

First, it is clear from Presi-
dent De la Madrid's recent
trip to Japan and China that
Mexico is turning to the Pacif-
ic Basin as an invaluable ally
in its efforts to work its way
out of the crisis. It could be
an important new source of
credit and investmeni o mo-
dernize the nation's product-
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Industry must leave the city

ive plant. And there could be
important benefits from intro-
ducing Mexican products in-
to the huge Chinese market.
From Japan's perspective,
the relationship could also be
valuable to the extent that it
allows them even greater ac-
cess to the world's largest
market, the United States.
Mexico's cheap labor and its
3000 km. long border with
the U.S. make it particularly
attractive in this respect.

Second, while the U.S. mar-
ket has unquestionably been
a major factor in the Pacific
Basin economic boom, the
nation is not exactly in a pe-
riod of expansion now. To
the contrary. the U.S. is be-
set by trade problems, with
an extremely high deficit
that's led to new solutions
more focused on the net
transfer or resources from for-
ging sources than on inter-
nal correcticns.

This scenario makes it un-
likely that the U.S. will look
kindly on the prospects of
close cooperation between
its neighbor to the South and
the two giants of the East.
Rather, it should be expect-
ed that geostrategic consid-

erations will continue to col-
or U.S.-Mexico bilateral rela-
tions and that they may ac-
tually heighten sensitivity to
such issues as foreign invest-
ment. In fact, the U.S. has
already begun to set limits
around its ‘'priority areas.”
For example, when Japan
showed open interest in mak-
ing important investments in
Mexico in information tech-
nology, the U.S. responded
by opening an IBM assembly

plant in Guadalajara; when
there were rumors in the
Orient that there could be
new investment from that
part of the world in the Mexi-

can automobile industry,
Ford announced plans to
open a modern, semiro-

botized plant near Hermosi-

llo. Something similar hap-

pened with investments in
secondary petro-chemical in-
dustries. While it would be
simplistic to conclude a di-
rect causal link between these
events, the coincidences
are nonetheless hard to ig-
nore.

Unless it wants to be a mere
spectator to a duel between
giants, Mexico will have to
make major efforts of its own
to open the way to moderni-
zation. And so long as the in-
ternal and external factors
that gave rise to the crisis are
not eliminated, or at least
brought under control, no
matter how opportune or ra-
tional it may be in theory, in-
dustrial  reconversion  will
simply be ancther term rele-
gated to the list of good in-
tentions. #

Rodrigo Morales M. and
Ernesto Rojas
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Feminism In
Mexico, an
Underground

Stream

Women from different classes have contributed to Mexica§
feminist movement.

Mexican women share with their Latin American sisters a cof
mon history of poverty, political repression, economic Clis
and the censtant put-down of their attempts to develop andé

| sert their cultural identities. This heritage has clearly had s

ic implications for Mexican women, whose oppression

' comes from a combination of religious influences, culturalig

ditions, social values and stereotypes, and machismo.

Today Mexico has an egalitarian legislation which establisf
legal equality between men and women, with some protectie
laws covering mothers and minors. Nonetheless, this is a mel
formality which has had little effect upon the daily lives of m
people. For example, formal education is beyond the reag
much of the general population, but even more so for wo
whose illiteracy rate tends to be much higher than for me

Statistics relating education and fertility are revealing. Af

Feminism is well-received on campus




even, when few girls are menstruating, approximately
utaf 1,000 females attend school; by the age of 12, some

nd; but at 13, when most girls have their period,
502 out of 1,000 go to school. This trend continues
ghout the years. By age 15 only 171 out of every 1,000

o0ol, and 34 have already given birth to their first child.
e 19 only 32 young women are studying, while 234 are

of one or more children. It's obvious that in this society
ihood is still considered the most appropriate occupa-
rwomen. Additionally, the number of single mothers is
igh. A recent study carried out in Mexico City revealed
0% of the households were headed by women.

vernment programs have been aimed at childcare

services, but this continues to be one of the big-
N care problems in the country. On the other hand,
nilion women have illegal abortions every year, and
000 die as a result of the terrible conditions under
st of them are performed.

vomen face discrimination in terms of access to cer-
and training, as well as in their wages. To this must
the burden of the double work-day, often 100 or 120
eek, with its repercussions on women's health, per-
lons, overall productivity and possible political partic-
male employment is basically limited to domestic
clerical work, nursing and work in the garment and
industries, in addition to the more traditional trades
ution and street vending. Yet, in terms of numbers,
C service is still the most important female occupation
0, one out of five gainfully employed women is a maid.

ompiled during the 1980 show that only 27.75%
70) of the total female population over 12 years of age
930), is economically active. Women make up only
of the labor force. Between 1930 and 1970, total em-
tin Mexico grew by 252%; the male labor force grew
% while the female force increased by 1034%, that is
y four times. This means that basically the same pro-
of men work now as in the thirties, but there are four

Corona, leader of the seamstress’ union, speaks at a rally commemorating the 1985 earthquake
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times more women working than there were 50 years ago. The
majority of women in the 50-60 age-bracket have never work-
ed outside the home.

| could go on and on, but the point | want to arrive at is that,
given these conditions and more, why has the feminist move-
ment in Mexico remained so small, and why hasn't it been able
to movilize around this situation? Why is it that after 17 years
of activity the movement is still barely visible in the Mexican po-
litical arena?

A correct understanding of the dynamics of the Mexican femi-
nist movement must take into account the nation’s peculiar po-
litical development. In a country without strong and independ-
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ent political organizations, with few non-government control-
led unions and with a very limited democratic tradition, the ap-
pearance of an autonomous feminist organization has been a
feat in itself. It has taken a long, hard struggle for this to hap-

* pen, and a small core of women has been basically responsi-

ble for the achievement.

However, | think that the overwhelmingly middle class compo-
sition of the movement is one of its biggest problems. In Mex-
co, differences between the middle and the working classes
are very marked; even the middle class itself draws important
distinctions between lower, middle and higher middle class.
And the daily life of middle class Mexican women is very differ-
ent from that of their North American or European counter-
parts. One of the mobilizing forces of the feminist movement
inthe United States and in Europe was the awakening of wom-
en to their domestic oppression. Thousands of housewives
began questioning their roles in the family, the isolation and
the burden of housework, etc. The factor that motivated them
was their confrontation with the daily housework.

Middle class Mexican women, even lower-middle class and
sometimes working class women, don’t experience this op-
pression in the same way that housewives elsewhere do. For
one thing, they can avoid the problem of housework and e-
vade the internal tensions this brings into family life, especially

voices of mexico
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According to the IX and X Pop-
ulation and Housing census,
the economically active female
population went from 20.6% in
1970 to 27.8% in 1980. The
percentage distribution of wom-
in the work force was heav-
iest in the terciary sector
(commerce,  services and
transportation), followed by
concentration in manufacture,
electricity and construction,
and with female employment
the lowest in the primary sector
(1980 data, see Table).

The percentage of women em-
ployed in transformation indus-
tries went from 20.6% in 1970
to 26.3% in 1980, an average
annual growth rate that was
greater for women that for
men. This would seem o sus-
tain the idea that there is an on-
going substitution of male la-
bor by female workers.

Nonetheless, feminine em-

Women and Work in
Mexico

ployment tends to concentrate
in small and light industry,
whereas large-scale industry
still hires relatively few women.
Thus, what we find is a type of
employment whose main char-
acteristics, among others, are
unstable employment, technol-
ogical backwardness and per-
sistent financial woes.

On the other hand, export
oriented draw-back industry
registered the highest levels of
female employment. Work in
the maquiladoras has helped
many women escape unem-
ployment, although not poor
working conditions; wages
paid in Mexico's draw-back
factories are usually lower than
those paid for equivalent work
in other countries.

Jacinta Patricia Gonzalez Rodri-
guez

ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE POPULATION
BY SECTOR AND SEX, 1980

Totals EAP Men Women
All of Mexico 22 066,084 15,924,806 6,141,278
Economic Activity

Agriculture 5,699,971 4,957,340 742,631
Mining 477,017 322 464 154,553
Manufacture 2,575,124 1,897,522 677,602
Electricity,

Gas and Water 115,932 91,883 24,049
Wholesale and Retalil

Trade, Restaurants

and Hotels 1,729,296 1,137,568 591,728
Censtruction 1,296,337 1,082,634 213,703
Banking, Insurance,

Real Estate, etc. 405,754 808_,998 96,756
Social and Personal ;

Community Services 2,418,114 1,159,249 1,258,865
Insufficiently Specified !

Activities 6,552,037 4,284,704 2,267,333
|die Workers 124,391 85,534 36,857

the confrontations between husbands and wives. These wal
en have a kind of shock-absorber, a buffer, in the form of & in
nother woman who takes on the household load.

Mexican feminists are middle class, most of them are eithé
university students or professionals. There are few secretar
or teachers, and you never find a factory worker or a maid|
their ranks. Everyone has a maid, or at least a cleaning womi
who comes some days a week.

Mexico, as foreign women say, is a paradise. You can hait
live-in help for as litlle as $40 a month: Good salaries run i
to $100 a month in Mexico City; in the provinces wages are|of
er, and sometimes servants receive only room and board

A mother in the Puebla mountains; peasant women are the hardest

exchange for their meager wages, maids are expected toll
14-16 hours daily, with one free day a week, usually |
their work done before going out. They accept miserabl
ing conditions because they know that many others
less fortunate than they are, will work for less. They are usi
in a very weak position t0 bargain.

Data from the X General Population and Housing Census, 1980, as
published in the Resumen General Abreviado in 1984 by the Instituto
Nacional de Estadistica, Geograiia e informatica.

So, generally speaking, Mexican middle class women i
the housework. This helps them avoid the sort of conflict

die class women in the U.S. and Europe have to confront]
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inds the children if both husband and wife have a meet-
o to. Middle class Mexican women don't need the
_ development of the feminist movement in order to

tain demands covered, like for example having some-
ares for their children, childcare centers, etc.

eeding an organized struggle to improve one's own liv-
ons has resulted in a very theoretical movement.
revealed by the fact that being a feminist in Mexico is
an intelectual position, with little effect on our daily
s characteristic also probably determines our incapac-
a movement— to connect up with women from other
ectors. This trend has changed somewhat following the

ke in Sept. 1985, but generally speaking, even

v
line of feminist struggles, seamstresses at a demonstration

some feminists are undeniably committed (especially
tand Christian feminists), the movement as a whole is
oved from the needs of most Mexican women.

pite these limitations, what Mexican feminists have done
ace women'’s issues on the political agenda. Over the
ars we have been struggling on two different levels, the
| and the more specific day to day organizing and
iven the reasons we've been discussing, we may have
ore work on ideological aspects. Yet not only have we
nfront conservative forces, but also progressive and
nes as well.

diculed and charecterized as sectarian, we've had to
the political recognition of our position, and in doing
ave led other political forces to revise their concept of
and what isn't political. In this way many organizations.
arted to discuss such would-be personal (i.e. trivial)
as sexuality or housework. In turn, the discussion
hlighted the existence of power relations between the
relations which permeate all social classes and cut

Lresults has the struggle yielded? Answers vary accord-
e criteria we use. If we make a quantitative evaluation
evelopment, our gains appear to be meager: there are
inist groups and some of them have fewer than a doz-
bers. But if we measure the movement's cultural, inte-
al and political impact on society, the results are really wi-
hing. ¥ :

the nation

Of All the King’s
Men... Who’ll Be
Next President?

Mexico's political parties are preparing for next year’'s

presidential elections.

"‘Selecting the new president
of Mexico is an historical oc-
casionin avery peculiar sense:
the future is history a long
time before the voters ac-
tually go to the polls.” This
statement  appeared in
Newsweek Magazine last Jan-
uary, causing widespread
concern in Mexican political
and journalistic circles.

Political parties throughout
the country have been grow-
ing in number and in votes
and are already in a turmoil
over the upcoming presiden-
tial succession. Both party
activity and shifting positions
within the parties seem to in-
dicate a breakdown in nor-
mal Mexican political tradi-
tions. Old taboos and ar-
chaic practices in the presi-
dential succession are being
criticized. Thus, we might
say that Newsweek’s elegant
—though somewhat hasty—
statement is probably untrue.

None of the country’s politi-
cal forces, however small or
eroded they may be, is re-
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Miguel Gonzalez Avelar-
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signed. The ruling Institutional
Revolutionary Party, PRI, be-
gan its preparations for the
presidential succession with
changes in key positions in
its National Executive Com-
mittee. Neither Jorge de la
Vega Dominguez nor-Hum-
berio Lugo Gil, the new party
President and Secretary Gen-
eral, are notorious for their
closeness to any of the fig-
ures considered possible can-
didates to succeed President
Miguel de la Madrid. Appar-
ently the PRI decided it was
convenient to place quali-
fied, experienced politicians
on its Executive Committee
in order to maintain party
unity in the difficult months
ahead, and they saw fit to do
it before the struggle between
the different presidential
hopefuls is unleashed.

President De la Madrid him-
self demanded mutual re-
spect and cooperation from
his cabinet members, among
whom his successor  will

most probably be chosen.
His call came at a very pecul-

Alfredo del Mazo
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