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fieontrolled urban development is leading to the ruin of a tourists’ p

Eleven foreign and one na-
tional sea cargo lines use the
port, providing regular serv-
ice to the United States, Cen-
tral America, South America,
the Caribbean and the Far
East, 46 countries in all.

Without a doubt, Acapulco is
tremendously important for
the country because of its
natural potential and as a
source of foreign exchange
income. Nonetheless, it is
beset by problems that tran-
scend those normally associ-
ated with tourism. It suffers
from the effects of anarchic
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growth produced by the
unrestrained, entrepreneur-
ial drive in the tourist in-
dustry "and the politics of
planning for the port.

Acapulco produces close to
a thousand tons of garbage
a day, about 1 kilo per inhab-

itant (in Mexico City, the.

daily production per person
is 722 grams). Yet the city
has only 40 garbage trucks
and 4 open-air dumps, with-
out sanitary filling. In addi-
tion, according to data from
the Planning Office of the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Hydraulic Resources, the riv-
ers that empty into the bay
dump some 44,000 metric
tons of total solids into it, of
which 560 are oils and fats.

Last September 8, the Minis-
ter of Urban Development
and Ecology, Manuel Cama-
cho Solis, announced a se-
ries of measures to clean up
the Bay and the Black Lake
of Puerto Marguez. Adminis-
tered through the Ministry’s
Acapulco Bay Program, close
to $9 million (U.S.) will be
invested in the clean-up pro-
Included are the
construction and rehabilita-

ecology

tion of the 120 kilometer-long
drainage system. At the same
time, he announced the
closing of the Pacific Cellu-
lose Plant, the major polluter
of the Papagayo River, princi-
pal source of potable water
for the Acapulco area.

Despite these official meas-
ures to bring the bay’s pollu-
tion problem under control,
the difficulties related to the
unprogrammed growth of a
vacation-center city continue
fo multiply. For example,
some 40% of the population
doesn't have access to the
sewage system. According
to Alfonso Ciprés Villarreal,
architect, President of the
Mexican Ecological Move-
ment and coordinator of a
multi-disciplinary study on
pollution in the Bay, the prob-
lem is very serious. He ex-
plains, “Acapulco is a closed
and shallow bay, where the
natural exchange of waters
takes some 5 to 15 years.
Thus, it is urgent to treat the
sewage waters before they
enter the Bay. And artificial
means are needed to speed
its water exchange process,
using mechanical systems
with injectors or water jets to
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move the water out into the
open sea."

There are 273 hotels with a
total of 17,000 rooms in Aca-
pulco. The hotels, together
with the restaurants, pour
some 5 tons of concentrated
detergents into the Bay each
year, the by-product of their
efforts to keep their installa-
tions clean and their services
hygienic. According to the
above mentioned study, in
just 13 years, these residues
could totally destroy the ma-
rine flora and fauna in the
area.

The fact that Acapulco is so
close to Mexico City (just 418
kms.) is an important factor in
the rapid increase of national
tourism to the bay area. Most
of the people from the capital
who go there on vacation have
never read the official ma-
terial on the ecological situa-
tion, and therefore are not
yet conscious of the import-
ance of preserving our non-
renewable resources. Just
between 1970 and 1980, the
total number of tourists, na-
tional and international, in-
creased by more than 50%.

By 1975, some 45% of Aca-
pulco’s economically active
population, was employed in
the service sector, in large
part because of the tourist in-
dustry’s capacity to generate

The bay still beutiful from afar, but closer up‘

jobs. This situation has at-
tracted large numbers of job-
seekers to the area. Yet the
industry has not been able to
absorb all of the influx, and
slowly but surely Acapulco is
becoming a city of tremen-
dous contrasts, between
those who use or benefit from
the great concentration of
services and those who are
seriously marginalized.

The result is the anarchic use
of soil resources, the over-
saturation of existing trans-
portation systems and con-
stant displacements of the pop-
ulation. The Renacimiento
neighborhood project re-
flects many of these prob-
lems. Plagued by irregular-
ities since it was established
on nationally expropriated
lands in 1978, this urban
housing project, according
to Cipres Villarreal, ''is less
functional than any other one
like it, anywhere in the world,
both in relation to the decep-

tive way in which people:

were pushed out of their
human communities and to
their relocation inte a swamp.
Now Renacimiento is just
one more ecological prob-

lem and one more urban
development problem for

Acapulco. They will have to
totally reurbanize and relo-
cate service areas such as mar-
kets, schools and administra-
tive offices.”

In tact, the Acapulco Trust
eeship, a body made up of fed-
eral, state and local authori-
ties to promote the city’s econ-
omic and social develop-
ment, issued a study which
acknowledges that since
1983 "the attraction of signif-
icant migration to the area
has produced chaotic urban
growth and meant that
equipment and infrastructure
are inadequate to satisfy re-
sidents’ needs. Urban under-

Overpopulated beaches call for visionary sanitary policies

development is serious, the
differences between reside-
nts and visitors, extreme.
Social injustice is a daily fact
of life."

The current state govern-
ment is hoping to promote
more rapid industrial growth,
with the idea that local indus-
tries could meet some of the
demand for industrial prod-
ucts (beds, matresses, milk
products, etc.) generated by
tourism. Government feasibil-
ity studies show that Acapul-
co has a large enough indus-
trial base to warrant the
construction of an “‘industrial
park.” Nonetheless, within
the existing develpment frame-
work, such a measure will
probably exaverbate the area’s
pollution problems.

There are many problems to
be faced in the Acapulco
bay and port area. They

range from water polluti
irrational industrial and ag
cultural development to ove
population and unsat
housing needs. Once a
Ciprés Villarreal's commen
are to the point, “The po
ing of a bay is irrever
when it happens in an
gral fashion...thus, we a
terested 'in specific solu
for social and ecological
lems. Above all else, we
environmental educafl

for officials and hotelke
and we must integra
interests of all those in
in the problem. M
an ecological matt
a problem of social
ization.”

Perhaps we need to'l
back the clock to
ment when this quiet |
vilage began its d
transformation  int
country's  most |
tourist center. Perha
way, by learning fro
mistakes, tourism,
called ‘‘non-polluting
dustry,” could continue
the base for this in
economic enclave an
support integrated de
ment for a populatiol
lives along one of the
most beautiful beach
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