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Shared History

Bryan Alan Hernández Aguilar* 

Two Centuries of History
Mexico-U.S. Bilateral Relations

December 12

March 28

June 1

May 13

January 12

February 2

April 6

December 4

March 2

June 21

The two  
countries establish 

diplomatic 
relations. 

Mexico breaks  
off diplomatic 

relations with the 
United States  

for its annexation  
of Texas.

The first U.S. 
legation is 

established in 
Mexico City. 

The U.S. 
Congress 

declares war 
on Mexico.  

The two nations 
sign a treaty 
defining the 

borders between 
them.

The Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo 
ends the war and 
establishes a new 

border after Mexico 
ceded part of its 
territory to the  
United States. 

Mexico’s Congress 
passes the 

Colonization Law 
to contain U.S. 

migration to Texas.

Diplomatic 
relations 

are restored.

Texas declares 
its independence 

from Mexico.

Diplomatic relations 
are interrupted 

between the United 
States and Mexico’s 

conservative 
government due to 

a property tax levied 
on foreigners and 

Mexicans. 

1822

1845

1825

1846

1828

1848

1830

1848

1836

1858

*  Bryan is a research assistant at the Institute for Historical Research, National Autonomous University of Mexico; you can contact 
him at bryan-hdz@hotmail.com.
Illustrated diagramation by Editorial Albatros (EASACV); informes@editorial-albatros.com.
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February 18

Generals Félix Díaz and Victoriano 
Huerta hold a secret meeting at the 
U.S. Embassy in Mexico to finish 
the details for the coup d’état against 
President Francisco I. Madero.1913

October 16

U.S. President William Howard Taft 
and Mexican President Porfirio Díaz 
meet in El Paso, Texas. 1909

April 6

May 6

May 31

July 29

December 11

January 3

May 7

May 21

June 3

The United States 
recognizes Mexico’s 
liberal government 
headed by President 

Benito Juárez as 
legitimate and 

diplomatic relations 
are reestablished. 

The U.S. Chinese Exclusion Act is signed into law 
and, with the ban on Chinese immigration, railway 

companies begin to recruit Mexican workers.

The U.S. Senate 
refuses to ratify 

the McLane-
Ocampo Treaty 
of Transit and 

Commerce.

The two countries sign a reciprocal agreement 
allowing regular troops to cross the border to 

pursue Native American raiders or bandits.

The United States 
and Mexico sign 

the Treaty for the 
Extradition of 

Criminals and the 
Postal Convention.

The United States 
recognizes the 
government of 

President Porfirio 
Díaz almost 

eighteen months 
after he took office.

The Convention between 
the United States and Mexico 
for the Equitable Distribution 

of the Waters of the 
Rio Grande is signed.

The Mexican 
government grants 

U.S. companies 
concessions to build 

railway lines 
in Mexico.

With the authorization of the governor of the state 
of Sonora, 275 Arizona rangers participate in the 
repression of a strike at the Cananea mine.

1859

1882

1860

1882

1861

1899

1878

1906

1880-
1883

1906
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August 31

February

May 22

In San Antonio, Texas, the Bureau of Immigration carries out 
the first of many large-scale deportation operations against 

undocumented foreign workers, the majority Mexican.

Mexico enters World War II, declaring 
war on the Axis powers.

1930

1942

July 17

April 21

Octuber 19

March 15

President Woodrow Wilson recalls his ambassador to Mexico for having 
intervened in the coup d’état against President Madero. 

The U.S. Navy shells and occupies the port of Veracruz, 
arguing that it was in reprisal for the arrest of seamen 
from the USS Dolphin.

The United States recognizes Venustiano Carranza 
as the interim president of Mexico and invites him 
to send a diplomatic representative to Washington.

4,800 U.S. troops enter Chihuahua to capture Francisco Villa 
for having invaded U.S. territory and led an incursion against 

the border town of Columbus, New Mexico.

The United States recognizes the government of President Álvaro 
Obregón after the signing of the Bucareli Treaty to redress the losses 

of U.S. citizens due to the nationalization of resources.

1913

1914

1915

1916

1923

August 4

The Agreement between the United States and Mexico Regarding the Temporary Migration 
of Agricultural Workers into the United States, later known as the Mexican Farm Labor 
Agreement, is signed, the first of the diplomatic accords that make up the Bracero Program.

1942

December

May 20

June 17

February 9

The Bracero Program 
concludes by 

decision of the U.S. 
government, under 
pressure from U.S. 

labor unions.

The Mexican government 
officially announces its 
Border Industrialization 
Program in response to 
the termination of the 
Bracero Program and 

combat unemployment 
in its northern border 

states.

President Nixon 
announces his “War 
against Drugs” and 
begins operations 

to confiscate drugs 
on the border with 

Mexico.

Drug traffickers 
murder U.S. Drug 

Enforcement 
Administration 

undercover agent 
Enrique Camarena 

in Guadalajara. 

1964
1965

1971
1985
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The U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (usmca) goes into effect. It retains 
most of the content of nafta, but with a few important new stipulations: 
new rules for strengthening auto production in North America, modified 
mechanisms for conflict resolution, and more protections for labor rights.

President Donald Trump announces publicly that he will impose tariffs 
on Mexican exports if Mexico does not take measures to stop Central 
American migration to the U.S. The Mexican government deploys its 
National Guard along its southern border.

October 6

Mexico withdraws from the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal 
Assistance in protest against U.S. plans to invade Iraq. 2002

December 3

Mexico and the United States sign the Merida Initiative, a cooperation 
program to fight drug trafficking, and Washington provides it with 

US$1.4 billion in equipment and training. 2008

January 25

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security announces 
the implementation of the Migrant Protection Protocols, 
which mandates non-Mexican asylum seekers to await 

the resolution of their cases in Mexico. 2019

May 30

July 1

2019

2020

January 31

President Bill Clinton announces a 
US$20-billion loan to Mexico to stabilize 
the peso after the 1994 economic crisis. 1995

April 21October 8

President López Obrador confirms the closing of the Mexico’s Sensitive Investigative 
Unit (uis), which collaborated with and received training from the dea. Iván Reyes 

Arzate, UIS commander from 2008 to 2016, had been sentenced in New York to ten 
years in prison for drug trafficking and corruption on February 9, 2022.

The governments of Mexico and the United 
States announce the Bicentennial Framework 
for Security, Public Health, and Safe Com-
munities, replacing the Merida Initiative.

2022

2021

President Ronald Reagan signs into law the Immigration Reform and  
Control Act, increasing Border Patrol funding to surveil the border with 
Mexico, establishing sanctions against employers who hire undocumented 
workers, and offering amnesty and a path to immigration regularization  
for workers who had lived for many years in the United States.

The North American Free Trade Agreement comes into effect.
November 6

1986

January 1

1994


