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'I

n  the state of Guanajuato there are two towns called 
Apaseo: Apaseo el Alto and Apaseo el Grande. 
Apaseo el Alto is 30 kilometers down the old road to 
Celaya, from the Queretaro highway. The first thing 

you see as you ride into town are workshops and store-
fronts full of different shapes, forms, textures and qualities 
of wood, all unsettling for our pocketbooks. 

* Researcher at the UNAM Institute for Aesthetic  Research. 

Apaseo el Alto artisans are famous for their wooden horses.  

The town was a hamlet previously known as El Paso 
(The Pass), because it was a pass on the old road called the 
Camino Real de Zacatecas. It was later renamed San 
Andrés, but the persistence of its inhabitants in refusing to 
accept the narres given the town by the authorities was 
rewarded with its finally being called Apaseo el Alto. 

Not only has the narre changed over the years, but so 
have the principie forms of making a living and its ways of 
life. In the mid-1930s, the mainstay of the region's econo- 
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my, working in clay, had to change so the town could sur-

vive given the onslaught of plastic into the market. 

Today, Apaseo el Alto is recognized for its excellent 

woodworking. This craft began by chance: the Sacred 

Heart Church needed new figures of saints and restored 

sculptures, and a sculptor was called in to do the work. 

Professor Domingo Galván (the initiator of the tradition 

of woodworking in Apaseo el Alto) was at that time a 

helper in the church and was in charge of contacting the 

sculptor. From him, Galván learned to work the wood to  
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