Michoacan’s Fairs

ong a lively tradition fostering unity

and entertainment for the public, Mex-

ico’s fairs have changed through the
years. They have not only become one of the
main spaces for recovering cultural tradition,
but also a means for promoting the productive
wealth of our cities and states.

About 2,446 fairs and festivities are held in
Mexico every year, most dedicated to Corpus
\ Christi and patron saints. During the colo-
nial period in the Americas, the indigenous
custom of gathering in the tianguis, or mar-
kets, to sell their products and buy basic ne-
cessities was used by evangelist friars to in-
troduce Christian religious practices which
survive until today as a mixture of festivities
and religious observance.

Today, many fairs find the space to display
a great variety of crafts, food, cattle and in-
dustrial, agricultural and cultural products,
often part of the local cultural tradition. So,
while the fairs’ objective is to promote the

sale and consumption of particular items,
at the same time, they are an opportuni-
ty to publicize production techniques

that have been transmitted from gen-
eration to generation, sometimes

for more than 300 years. The towns
where they are held retain the legacy

of festivities and commemorate important

events that continue to be of great social
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significance: the solidarity among locals is
strengthened, fortifying the links among par-

ticipating towns.

MICHOACAN'S FAIRS

Michoacan is one of the states that has the
richest history and cultural wealth and that
has preserved its roots the most nationwide.
This can be seen in the more than 60 fairs
held statewide annually.! In fact, several fairs
and festivities date back to pre-Hispanic times,
such as the Tarecuato Atole Fair, which cen-
ters around the thick, flavored beverage, atole.
Before the Spaniards arrived atole was fre-
quently used in trading in kind, particularly
by Nahuatl salt merchants who went through
the town on their route from the coast to
Central Mexico.

Ninety percent of Michoacén'’s festivities
are rooted in Corpus Christi and the cele-
bration of patron saints” days. One example
is Tuxpan’s Flower Fair in which the exhibi-
tion and sale of gladioluses commemorates
the Apostle Saint James, the town’s patron
saint.

Another kind of fair pays homage to dif-
ferent trades. One very popular example of
this is the town of Santa Clara del Cobre,
where for 38 years, local artisans have been
holding a fair displaying their imaginative,
masterful work in copper ware.

But for longstanding festivities, Zitdcuaro,
located in the eastern part of Michoacan, can-
not be beat: this year it will hold the 107th
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