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The jungle has its own natural
mechanism for regenerating
itself. It can overcome intensive
agricultural use, but livestock will
always be its death sentence.




benefit of the few. Hunting of some of the animals whose
flesh is used for human consumption, like the agouti
paca and the temazate or brocket deer, could also be sub-
ject to a long-term management and conservation plan,
but because of lack of planning or incentives, many local
inhabitants do not hesitate to pull the trigger to bag another
piece of game, whether it is a beneficial animal necessary for their
Dozens of frugivorous species spread millions  lives or not. This destruction without greater benefit or thought
of seeds, favoring the jungle's regeneration. . . . . . . .
Photo: Rodrigo Medellin is causing very severe reductions in animal populations vital for
the functioning of the jungle ecosystem.

The jungle, for its part, has its own natural mechanisms for regenerating itself. For exam-
ple, animals, mainly bats and birds, disseminate seeds, so that when the jungle is deforested,
pioneer plants begin restoration immediately. A few years after a process of deforestation,
the area might be covered with dense secondary vegetation that in a few decades would
once again give rise to a full-blown jungle with all its elements and benefits. However, most
frequently, once an area has been deforested, it is used for cultivation. This process could
also be overcome: even after the soil had become too depleted to render another crop, the
jungle would be able to regenerate itself. But, after agriculture, the land is used for livestock,
which is a real death sentence for the jungle. Cattle eat or trample on all the new sprigs of
pioneer plants that the jungle regenerates through the seeds disseminated every night by
thousands of bats. What is left is a degraded grazing ground that leaves increasingly sterile
stretches of land in which only a few blades of grass grow on the red, naked lateritic soil,

heralding the death of the ecosystem. In the end, not even cattle can survive in these places.

THE CONSERVATION OF THE LACANDON JUNGLE

The protection of the Lacandon Jungle and its resources should be the highest priority of
the federal, state and municipal governments. However, it has been used as an escape valve
for solving land ownership problems in other parts of Mexico. Situated on a conflictive
border, vulnerable to the incursion of Central American guerrilla fighters, it has been used to
cushion national security problems by fostering colonization without a plan for sustainable
development. Finally, the poverty that this process created culminated with the emer-
gence of the most important rebel movement in the second half of the twentieth centu-
1y, the Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN), the self-styled spokesperson
for the demands of part of the local population. All of Mexico heard,
then, of the injustices and poverty that afflicted the region, but
the destruction of the jungle continued. Today, irregular settle-
ments exist inside the protected areas and social conflicts are
intensifying as environmental problems become more and
more severe, affecting increasing numbers of Mexicans.
Different non-governmental organizations have under-
taken efforts to protect the jungle. Unfortunately, because of the
lack of communication and political manipulation, they have hurled
accusations at each other, forgetting that all the groups work for

) ) ! ) Amphibians and reptiles are still plentiful and diverse.
the conservation of the jungle and to benefit all Mexicans. The fact Photo: Rodrigo Medellin
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