Woman
Candidate for
Governor

Beatriz Paredes is one of the
most interesting figures to
emerge from the ranks of the
ruling party.

On November 16 the citizens
of the state of Tlaxcala will go
to the polls to elect a new
governor for the next six years.
Beatriz Elena Paredes Rangel,
a young woman with a strong
academic background and a
long history of political and or-
ganizational activity, will
almost certainly be the winner.

Tlaxcalais the smallest of Mex-
ico’s states, but also one of its
most dynamic. Located only
25 kilometers from Mexico
City, thistiny spoton the coun-
try’s map conserves many of
our finest traditions.

The geographic conditions are
particularly hostile, in part due
to the rugged terrain. But the
state also suffers from a very
serious erosion problem ex-
acerbated by monoculture
and rudimentary techniques
for working the land. Of Tlax-
cala's 650,000 inhabitants,
some 40% of the economical-
ly active population works in
agriculture. Nonetheless, be-
cause of low productivity,
agriculture accounts for only
10% of the wealth produced
inthe state. The problem is due
in part to the continued sub-
division of land parcels into
smaller and smaller plots. Most
people have less than 12.5
acres to farm, making it ex-
tremely difficult to apply
modern agricultural tech-
nology.

This situation generates a
constant deterioration in living
conditions for Tlaxcala’s rural
inhabitants, which in turn cre-
ates strong pressure for out-

migration to more developed
population centers nearby (for
example, Mexico City, Pue-
bla and the state of Mexico).In
fact, there are reportedly some
150,000 Tlaxcalans living in
Netzahualcoyotl, a township
that forms part of the greater
Mexico City metropolitan area.
Most of them are under-
employed.

Over the past several years
greater emphasis has been
placed on the state's develop-
ment. And while there are now
seven industrial corridors that
house important manufactur-
ing plants, this sector is still not
able to provide jobs for all of
those who have been dis-
placed fromrural areas. Thus,
Tlaxcala is a state beset by a
series of urgent social
problems.

Beatriz Paredes, dynamic young woman candidate for governor of Tlaxcala.
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“Totell youthe truth," said one
Tlaxcalan to the country's
President when he was cam-
paigning inthe state, ‘the resi-
dents of Tlaxcala are not satis-
fied with our living conditions.
We want sewage systems,
potable water, schools, buses,
fertilizers; we want playing
fields and parks so that we can
create the goodwill that is
necessary for peace and well-
being."

Many improvements were
made during the administra-
tion of out-going Governor Tu-
lio Hernandez, but many seri-
ous problems still remain. It is
virtually assured that Beatriz

Paredes will be the nextinline
to tackle those problems.

Ms. Paredes,a seasoned ac-
tivist of the PRI (Institutional
Revolutionary Party), is a 33
year old sociologist. She was
elected to the state legislature
when she was 21 and has al-
ready held a series of impor-
tant political positions. These
include: State President, Na-
tional Revolutionary Youth
Movement; General Secre-
tary, League of Agrarian Com-
munities and Peasant Unions;
Representativetothe 51st Na-
tional Congress; and Under-
Secretary for Agrarian Plan-
ning, Ministry of Agrarian Re-
form.

the nation

Unlike most other PRI guber-
natorial candidates, Beatriz
Paredes hasthe genuine sup-
port of her state’s citizens. One
of the most important women
inthe country’s political life, her
nomination generated great
pleasure in Tlaxcala and
sparked interest around the
entire nation. As VOICES
goes to print, no other party
had yet to name a candidate
to run against her.

According to Adolfo Lugo Ver-
duzco, amajor figure in nation-
al PRI politics and himself a
candidate for governor in
Hidalgo, Beatriz Paredes '‘is
an honorable representative
forthe people of Tlaxcala. Be-
cause of her origins, her train-
ing and her deep roots in her
native state, and because of
the support of many men and
women from this progressive
state, she will certainly form a
government mindful to the
needs of the majorities.”

The candidate has cris-
scrossed the state to study its
problems and gone door-to-
door to talk to everyone she
can, tolisten to their ideas and
their proposals. While this kind
of campaigning is common in
Mexico's presidential elec-
tions, it is quite unusual in
gubernatorial races. Her ef-
forts to seek out the opinions
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of so many residents, in so
many communities is surpris-
ing and impressive.

The Tlaxcala electoral cam-
paign has turned out just as
Paredes announced it would
when she was nominated: a
civic celebration, a call for uni-
ty and for the participation and
efforts of “‘all the descendents
of the land of Xicoténcatl."

If she wins on November 16,
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Mexican people believe that
we can.”

Regarding the specific situa-
tionin Tlaxcala, the candidate
believes that if Tlaxcalans
unite, we can find an equilibri-
um between the ruraland ur-
ban regions "‘without creating
poles or depending on
miraculous resources such as
oil.”

In meetings with workers,

Tlaxcala is one of Mexico’s poorest states.

Beatriz Paredes wanis o "'pro-
mote a vigorous and concien-
tious movement that express-
es the democratic aspirations
ofteachers, rural workers and
business people to assure in-
tegrated development in our
communities.” She believes
that it is necessary to consoli-
date a people’s government
based on democracy and so-
cial justice and built on a solid
relationship between those
who govern and thase who are
governed, in which analysis
and responsibilities are
shared.

Regarding Mexico's current
problems, Paredes states,
“the country is in the midst of
a very serious economic cri-
sis; but we face the crisis
with some very important
resources: solid institutions
anda very mature population
with an incredibly strong tra-
dition of resistance, participa-
tion and preservation. There's
one condition that will allow us
to overcome the situation: ifthe

voices of mexico

peasants, students , with wom-
en and all sectors of the popu-
lation, all of the state's
problems are being analyzed
in attempt to get a full picture
of the situation. The govern-
ment’s future state-wide plan
will be based on this effort.

Beatriz Paredes will be only the
second woman in Mexico's
entire history to occupy a
governor's office. Griselda Al-
varez Ponce de Ledn was the
only other woman; she was
governor of Colima from 1980
to 1986.

It is important to emphasize
this point because there is
along traditionof women's in-
volvement in Mexican political
struggle. Their participation
has not been limited to fight-
ing only for their specific de-
mands as women, but also for
more general social demands
and to defend our national in-
terests. To give justtwo exam-
ples of important leaders:
dena Josefa Ortiz de Domin-
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guez, in the Independence
War and Carmen Serdan in the
Mexican Revolution.

Nonetheless, even though
Mexico’s Political Constitution
establishes full equality for
men and women, it is only re-
cently that Mexican women
have really been able to oc-
cupy high-level administrative
and political positicns in in-
creasing numbers.

Beatriz Paredes will soon get
her turn. She will face a
tremendous challenge, asthe
country’s difficult situation and
the particular conditions in her

home state greatly restrict her
options for confronting the
multiple problems described
by the thousands of people
she's consulted during the
campaign. But despite the ad-
versity of the moment, many
Tlaxcalans from all walks of life
believe that with Beatriz Pa-
redes at the state’s helm, they
may soon enter into a new
period of development. The
likely governor-to-be is op-
timistic that she will be able to

handle the state’s problem,
and she's already working
very hard to prove it

Ariel Rivera
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Mural at Cacaxtla, the most important arc'heo!ogical site in Tlaxcala.



