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Voices of Mexico 123

80 YEARS 
of Mexico-Canada Bilateral Relations1

1944 Mexico and Canada establish diplomat­

ic relations, focusing on commerce.

1959 Adolfo Ruiz Cortines becomes first Mex­

ican president to make an official visit to Canada. 

1960 Prime Minister John George Diefenbak­

er becomes the first Canadian president to of­

ficially visit a Latin American country.

1968 The Joint Ministerial Commission (jmc) 

is created to focus on bilateral strategic objec­

tives of reciprocal interest.

1974 Mexico sends agricultural workers to Cana­

da through the Seasonal Agricultural Workers 

Program (ptat). 

1975 Mexico–Canada interparliamentary meet­

ings are held for the first time.

1976 The Immigration Act 1976 was enacted, 

integrating refugee policy in Canada for the 

first time. 

1980 The Québec Government Office in Mex­

ico is inaugurated. 

1988 The Canadian Multiculturalism Act is 

passed, recognizing people from multiple coun­

tries and cultures.

1992 The Mexican and Canadian governments 

sign the Mexico–Canada Free Trade Agreement 

(nafta) in San Antonio, Texas, which would go 

into effect in 1994.
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Mexico and Canada beyond Politics

2004 The Mexico–Canada Alliance is created 

as a bilateral mechanism for working-group col­

laboration on priority issues between the two 

countries.

2009 Visas for Mexican tourists are unilater­

ally required during the Conservative leader­

ship of PM Stephen Harper (2006–2015).

2016 Under PM Justin Trudeau, Canada elim­

inates visa requirement for short-stay tourism 

and business trips. However, air travelers must 

apply for electronic travel authorization (eta).

2017 The number of Mexicans seeking asy­

lum in Canada doubled, largely attributed to 

President Donald Trump’s immigration policy 

(2017–2021).

2018 Canada, the United States and Mexico 

sign the Canada–United States–Mexico Agree­

ment (cusma/usmsca/t-mec). 

2021 As President Joe Biden takes office, the 

North American Leaders’ Summit resumes in 

Washington, D.C.    

2022 The Mexico–Canada Action Plan is im­

plemented, focusing on citizens and initiatives 

regarding the future of the bilateral relationship. 

2023 The North American Leaders’ Summit 

is held in January in Mexico City. 

2023 The Third Meeting of the t-mec/usmca 

is held in July in Cancún, Mexico.

2024 Under the government of pm Justin Tru­

deau, Canada reestablishes visa requirement 

for Mexican tourists. 

1 cisan Research Support Team: Alfredo Álvarez, Cecilia Estrada, Socorro García, Dagoberto Martínez and Alejandrina Ortega, coordinated 
by Aaraón Díaz Mendiburo, within the framework of the project: “Perspectives on the Participation of Mexicans in Canada,” and in collabora­
tion with Luz Adriana Núñez and Jimena Velasco, student interns.

https://www.international.gc.ca/transparency-transparence/mexico-mexique/index.aspx?lang=eng
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