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Mexico and Texas
A 200-Year Relationship

Mexico gains
independence from
Spain, including what
is now Texas.

Mexico’s central
government divides its
territory into provinces,
creating the province of
Coahuila and Texas.

Mexico passes the
General Colonization
Law to populate
Texas and farm its
tillable land.

Concerns mount about
migration from the United
States to Texas and Mexico
passes a law on April 6,
banning migration of U.S.
citizens to Texas.

Texas declares
independence from
Mexico; the Treaty of
Velasco is signed and the
armies cease hostilities.

The United States
annexes Texas;

tensions mount and
Mexico cuts off relations
with the United States
and Texas.
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4 Mexico-San Antonio: A New Look at Each Other

Between 1846 and 1848,
the United States invades
Mexico to ensure its
annexation of Texas and
expand its territory. Armies

Mexico cedes part of cease hostilities.

its territory through the
Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, renouncing its
claims on Texas.

The International Border
Commission is created to
stipulate and build the
monuments that will mark
the border between Mexico
and Texas.

The Galveston, Harrisburg,

and San Antonio Railways are
inaugurated, turning San
Antonio into an important point
for trade between Mexico City
and the U.S. North.

U.S. President William
Howard Taft meets with
Mexican President Porfirio
Diaz in El Paso, Texas, to
strengthen cooperation.

Refugees fleeing the
Mexican Revolution arrive
at Texas border
settlements.

On April 21, the U.S. fleet
bombards Mexico’s port of
Veracruz, occupying it for six
months to prevent the German
sale of arms to one side of
Mexican revolutionary forces.
The rate of repatriations
and deportations increases and
hundreds of thousands of
Mexican descent leave Texas for
Mexico; efforts to segregate
Hispanics in Texas increase.

Mexico and the United States
sign the Agreement to carry out
the Rio Grande Rectification.
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The governments of Mexico
and the United States sign
the Water Treaty for the
“Utilization of waters of

the Colorado and Tijuana
Rivers and of the Rio Grande”
from Fort Quitman, Texas, to
the Gulf of Mexico.

The Paso del Norte Bridge is
built near downtown Ciudad
Juarez, Chihuahua, connecting
it to El Paso, Texas.

The Free Trade Commission
of the North American Free
Trade Agreement meets on
October 19 in Dallas, Texas.

Trade between Mexico and
Texas came to US$272.3 billion,
making Mexico Texas’s main
trading partner for the previous
sixteen years.
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Presidents John F. Kennedy

and Adolfo Lopez Mateos sign

the settlement agreement for
Chamizal, giving Mexico 437 acres
of land and selling part of the U.S.
property to the Bank of Mexico.

The Office of the State

of Texas for Mexico is
established, acting as

an entrepreneurial link
between Mexico and Texas.

Texas Governor Greg Abbott
implements the Lone Star
Operation aimed at reducing the
undocumented immigration rate
to the United States, violating the
1944 and 1970 treaties signed by
Mexico and the United States.

U.S. congresspersons

meet with President Andrés
Manuel Lépez Obrador to
strengthen bilateral trade
and foster legal migration.



