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Mexico and 
the North Pacific 

José Juan de 011oqui* 

A
s  has been repeated time and again, the fact 

that Mexico belongs to the North American 

Free Trade Agreement does not exdude our 

relationship with other countries and 

regions, and this is as it should be. In this context, 

Mexico's interest in the Pacific takes on special im-
portante, given that there has been a relationship 

lasting several centuries, although the success obtain-
ed has been less than satisfactory. 

It is, in fact, common to encounter optimistic 

figures on our relation with the countries of the 

Pacific Basin, because they incorporate statistics on 
investment or trade, including those derived from 
our relationship with the United States, which is not 
based on our access to a common ocean but on being 
united as close neighbors. In like fashion, the grow-
ing relationship with Canada —and now with Chile, 
a possible new partner in the Free Trade Agreement-
is due to causes having little to do with being Pacific 

Rim countries. 
In the case of Mexico, as a neighbor of the United 

States it is necessary, more than to maximize, to opti-
mize our relations with that country. I have put for-
ward this conception since 1971, after being named 
Mexico's Ambassador to the United States, when I 
noted that "Mexico needs to diversify its foreign 
trade, without ideological distinctions, with all the 
world's countries, so as not to depend on a single mar-
ket," and in order to be able to exercise all its politi-
cal and economic options. Throughout my activity 

* Former Mexican Ambassador to the United States. 

in the sphere of foreign relations I have insisted, 

among other things, on the importante of broaden-

ing our capacity for action vis á vis the United States, 

without engaging in unnecessary confrontations 

with that country, with which we are united by geog-

raphy and the reality of its power. In other words, we 
must seriously seek a genuine independence and not 

limit ourselves to rhetorically antagonizing the U.S. 
while doing nothing, thereby becoming more depen-
dent every day. 

We may take as our starting point the idea that 

the seas do not divide; they unite. Thus we should 

approach the Pacific nations on the basis that, sim-

ply, we are their other shore, facing the same ocean. 

All the Asian Pacific countries are of great impor-
tance for our nation. Examples include Australia and 
Singapore. Nevertheless, in today's world, it is inter-
esting to take a look at the regionalizations or sub-
regionalizations within the overall framework of 

"globalization." 
I think it would be very important to explore 

the possibility of integrating, to some degree, the 
countries belonging to the Northern Pacific Basin, 
that is, Canada, the United States and Mexico, togeth-
er with Japan and Korea —that will eventually reuni-
fy and has a total population of 67 million inhabi-
tants, 44 million in the South and 23 in the North. 
China and Russia are options which would need to 
be considered within this schema. The idea of form-
ing a "Sub-Basin" would, moreover, be an addition-

al element that could be used within the Free Trade 

Agreement. 
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The Pacific Rim nations. 

Our closeness to the United States is very attrac-
tive to Japan and China, taking into account such 
factors as skilled labor, raw materials, etc., so long as 
the establishment of maquiladoras could be handled 
in such a way as not to cause problems with United 

States trade unions. 

In fact, processes of integration are underway in 
the Pacific, and as the "other shore" it is worth our 
while to take them into consideration, even if we are 
not contemplating definitive economic or military 
commitments. 

Contacts regarding North Pacific Rim integration 
will be academic and informal at 
the beginning. They will be follow-
ed by a growing economic presence 
and greater political efforts. 

While the purpose of this ani-
de is not to develop these ideas, 

In today's world, it is interesting to take a look at 

the regionalizations or sub-regionalizations within 

the overall framework of "globalization." 
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the usefulness of establishing priorities may be out-

lined. In particular, I consider it fundamental to pay 

greater attention to the North Pacific. And within 
that subregion, it is necessary to achieve closer rela-

tions with Japan and Korea. 
If we put forward prudent, pertinent and fulfill-

able initiatives in this regard, they could be funda- 

mental for the future. If the tendency to "regionaliza-

tion" becomes more accentuated, they would help 

prevent us —as promoters— from being left out. 
This does not mean that the central and southern 

parts of the Pacific Basin would cease to interest us. 
Suffice it to say that it has become a ritual, during each 
administration, for the president to travel not only to 

the United States, Canada and sometimes a number of 
European capitals, but also to Japan, China, and former-
ly to the USSR as well. This is all to the good, if these 

visits are part of a "foreign policy project" which is follow-

ed through. If this is not the case, then they are merely 
goodwill visits and therefore of a cosmetic nature. 

Our geographic location makes us simultaneous-

ly North American and Central American, at the same 
time that we face the North Atlantic, the Pacific and 
the Caribbean; but, aboye all, we are Latin Americans. 
Mexico is a highly multidimensional country, since in 
addition to the aforementioned characteristics, we are 
Spanish speakers, and out of the many races that 
speak Spanish, one of every three individuals is Mexican. 
We are also multiracial and have our own culture, 
which in reality has been more a civilization than a 
culture. Despite everything that is presently occurring 

in our country, we are an emerging power. 
In addition to our geopolitical nature, perhaps 

the most important thing is that we have a national  

character, which we could define as a population's will 

to rule its own destiny and determine its level of inter-

national activity. It is necessary to continue affirming 
this in Mexico. Otherwise, setbacks could produce the 

morale of a defeated people. 
Neither is it advisable to engage in imprudent 

activism surpassing our economic capacities, since this 
would be counterproductive. 

History is filled with examples. 
In this sense, we should 

avoid unnecessary conflicts 

with our NAFTA partners. We 

should never forget the fact 
that Bismarck drew closer to 
some European countries and 
away from others to the extent 

that this served Prussia, but without forgetting that 

Russia was there as a huge neighbor, and that he always 

acted in accordance with his country's best interests. 
Naturally, we should act in the same way towards the 

United States. 
Despite its current difficulties, Mexico possesses 

the necessary harmony in the elements making up the 
nation's power, such as its territory, natural resources 
and an abundant population, a civilization more than 
a culture and, fortunately, a splendid geographical 
location. This distinguishes it from countries such as 

Argentina, Australia or Canada, which, despite their 
size and abundant natural resources, have a limited 
population, which is unfavorable, or whose geo-

graphical position (in the case of the first two) is 

unenviable. 
Singapore and Hong Kong remain city-states, 

without the basis that a country such as ours can 
have; on the other hand, it is true that they have 
had an excellent coordination between the govern-
ment and the private sector. In our case, private 
enterprise has been too cautious, perhaps due to a lack 
of governmental orientation spurring it to participate 
in our possible adventure in Asia and many other 

places. 
It is important that Mexico, with a certain degree 

of selfishness, seek to capitalize on its geographical 

The idea of forming a "Sub-Basin" would, 

moreover, be an additional element that could 

be used within the Free Trade Agreement. 
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location and its specific weight in the region. Thus, it is 

indispensable that, as has been the case so far, the various 
forums and mechanisms for integration of the Pacific 

Basin not include countries which lack access to this 

ocean, even if they carry out more trade with the 
Asian region than we do —such as Brazil. Let us be 

frank: competition is a good thing, but when one is 
competing for limited resources or markets, the less 
competitors the better, and any element can be of 
assistance in this regard. 

We should not forget that the European bloc 

is, by definition, closed to non-European countries, 
although Mexico is the first Latin American country 

to achieve special treatment. 
We cannot belittle the fact that in the '90s there 

will be a major adjustment in the world's most impor-
tant markets, such as the United States and Europe. 
The former needs to correct its trade deficits, while 
the latter must confront the dismemberment of the 

Eastern bloc. 
In the same way that Switzerland's model of 

direct democracy, which is closest to that of Athens, 
cannot be applied to Mexico —due to our territor-
ial dimensions, among many other aspects— one 
cannot expect to achieve the same economic results 
from the application of other models, including 

those coming from within 
our own hemisphere. Let us 

see why: 

First. The demands of the 

future will tend to be more 
stringent, even under develop-
ment models which were suc-

cessful in the past. For exam-
ple, the Asian Pacific Rim 
countries were very successful in adopting a strategy 
of outward-oriented growth in the late '60s and early 
'70s, due to their great discipline and long-term sac-
rifice —a kind of sacrifice which Latin America 

should have undertaken. Let us note in passing that 
these countries did not cease to be protectionist, and 

continue to be so; one need only note the current 

U.S./Japan trade conflicts. 

Second. The Asian countries success was large-

ly due to the fact that the United States was expe-

riencing a growth of its markets while, on the con-
trary, Latin American countries took on debt dur-
ing the '80s and were unable to compete in exports 
to the United States. All this led to Latin America's 
"lost decade," which did away with the over 100- 

year advantage we had due to our having won in-
dependence before those countries (with the 
exception ofJapan and Thailand, which were never 

colonized). 
Third. The Pacific's most dynamic countries suc-

ceeded in easily conquering world markets, at a time 
when they were the only ones following this strategy. 
Now the number of countries with the same goals 

has risen considerably. 
It might not be a pointless exercise to begin think-

ing, once again, about a specifically Mexican devel-
opment model rather than adopting those of other 
countries which have a different geographical loca-

tion and neighbors, small populations and different 
experiences of political development. It is likewise 
necessary to design a political strategy with clear objec-
tives and a well worked out course of action. This 
means having the conceptual and action-oriented tools 
which will provide us with additional advantages with 

regard to other Pacific Basin nations. Mexico can play 
a key role in the ongoing shift in the relation of forces. 

This is also the time for reflection on what is 
going on in that section of Latin America that has 

scarcely begun to involve itself in the processes under-
way, in the South American Pacific area. Ecuador 
and Central America are to a certain degree margin-
al; Colombia has yet to get involved. 

The demands of the future will tend to be more 

stringent, even under development models 

which were successful in the past. 
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Despite his recent visit to Japan, the blood ties 
linking Peru's president to that country have still not 
been translated into significant achievements; so far 
the conditions for massive investment in Peru have 

not been present. Since their economic situation is 
improving, the two countries are currently looking 

towards this occurring. It is worth mentioning that 

Asian countries are more interested in a country's sta-
bility or economic potential than in questions of 

human rights or democratic conceptions. 

Chile is a different case: it has a long Pacific 

coastline as well as the Easter Islands and a long mar-

itime tradition, although its population is only 15 

million. We should keep in mind that, like Venezuela 

in the Caribbean, Chile could become our rival despite 

the cordial relations of friendship we have with both 

countries. Curiously enough, in seeking parity with 
the region's "Big Three" (Mexico, Brazil and Argen-
tina), Chile and Venezuela could reduce Mexico's 

position without affecting that of Brazil and Argen-
tina; this could be observed in multilateral agen-
cies in particular. They will not become part of 
the "Triumvirate," but they could align forces to the 

detriment of Mexico. 
Links with this region must also be attended to, 

since our ties with Central and South American Pacific 
Rim countries have derived from historic causes which, 
until now, have been the key factor in our relations. 

We should play even more of a determining role, 

and have already done so. Costa Rica became con-
scious of its Pacific location and joined the Pacific 
Basin Economic Council (PBEC) in 1991, during 

PBEC's 24th General International Meeting, held in 

Guadalajara; this was largely due to Mexico's initia-

tive and support. 
Obviously, to the extent that trade increases and 

becomes more liberalized, and capital mobility exists, 
there will be a greater economic growth of our mar-
ket and a rise in Mexico's ability to exert internation-
al influence. Not everything will be as attractive and 
pro6table as previously, given that competition is 
more intense, but I am convinced that we can achieve 

this goal. 

We are moving in the right direction, but we 
should not view the opening of trade as a panacea or 
believe that development will be achieved effortless-
ly. Nor can we play the role for which we are natu-

rally suited unless we have a plan and clear objectives 
in the context of the region's political tasks. 

Mexico cannot accept any limitation of polarity, 

bipolarity or tripolarity; instead, it must make its 
decisions autonomously with the aim of recovering 
the prestige it has lost, without forgetting that noth-

ing can or should stop Mexico in its path to great-
ness.mv 
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The five "medallions  ofTurriana." 
Allegories of the past 
in the old National Library 

Emilio Coral* 

M  an is engaged in a constant 
search for that which will 
complement his indivi-
duality. Thus he beco mes 

involved in the process we call 
"knowledge," expressing the results 
through symbols and allegories in 
an attempt to synthesize the given 
experience or particular idea, so it 
can acquire collective significance. 

The difference between sym-
bols and allegories may be expressed 
as follows. A symbol is the supreme 
synthesis of realities or metaphys-
ical determinations; it is the expres-
sive and precise conjunction or 
condensation of significant differ-
ences in a figure or icon, which 
expresses the perception of a reality 
which almost always remains invis-
ible. An allegory, on the other hand, 
is made up of a set of metaphors 
which may even exclude the real 
sense of the object they represent. 
Thus, an allegory leads us to the 
most varied ideas; it is less synthet-
ic than a symbol and therefore 
less precise. 

The five anonymous paint-
ings described in this anide are 

* Researcher  and Coordinator of 
Information  and Communications 
at UNAM's Department of Artistic 
and Cultural Assets. 

part of the National University of 
Mexico's holdings. Their themat-
ic content has to do with various 
branches of science, while their style 
is representative of the mid-to 
late 17th-century fusion between 
motifs originating in the Greco-
Roman Classical style and the 
Rococo taste for allegories. These 
paintings were previously held by 
the old Turriana Library, which was 
later integrated into the National 
Library when the latter was located 
in the Old Temple of St. Augustine. 

The first sets of books which 
were to make up the Turriana Li-
brary's collection were originally 
collected in the early 18th cen-
tury by the precentor of Mexico 
City's cathedral, Dr. Luis Antonio 
Torres Quintero. Upon his death 
in 1756 he bequeathed 
them to his nephews, the 
brothers Luis Antonio 
and Cayetano Antonio 
Torres Tufión, who were 
also capitularies at the 
cathedral. The brothers 
formalized the library 
and gave it the name 
"Turriana." 

Alter the brothers' death, 
the Turriana Library was acquired 
by the Metropolitan Library in 

1788; it was closed to the public 
until 1804. In addition to its col-
lections of books, the brothers 
provided it with the sum of twen-
ty thousand pesos, which were 
used for constructing the building 
which would house the library, 
located to the west of the  cathe-
dral. They also donated a set of 
medals and pictures, among them 
the allegorical paintings to which 
we have referred. 

In 1867, when the recently  re-

stored government of Benito Juá-
rez seized ecclesiastical properties, 
the Turriana Library became part 
of the National Library's found- 

Photos by Arturo  Piera 

Navigation. 
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History. 

ing collections. José María Bení-
tez, the new library's director, was 
responsible for receiving the hold-
ings and carried out an inventory 
which noted the arrival of 10,212 
volumes, together with 88 shelves, 
40 medallions inscribed with the 
contents of the shelves, as well as 17 
allegorical paintings related to the 
various branches of the sciences. 

The five paintings which 
concern us here belonged to this 
set of allegories. Their subjects 
allude to materials contained in 
the library's shelves, such as histo-
ry, archeology, hydraulics, naviga-
tion and music. These oil-on-can-
vas works measure approximately 
3 feet high by almost 4 feet wide 
and are in the form of a horizon-
tal oval flattened on the bottom 
and placed within a circular com-
position. 

Mexican art historian Francis-
co de la Maza mentions the paint-
ings 'on navigation and history in 
the appendix devoted to illustra-
tions in his work La mitología  

clásica en el arte colonial de México 
(Classical Mythology in Mex- 

ican Colonial Art). While 
he states that the theme 

they depict is based on 
mythological episodes 
from Virgil's Aeneid, a 
deeper analysis of the 
symbolism employ- 
ed in each of the alle-

gorical paintings reveals 
elements which differ from 

those of any episode in the Aeneid 
The painting entitled Naviga-

tion shows a number of interlinked 
scenes, typical of allegorical repre-
sentations. The one which occu-
pies the foreground shows several 
men building a boat near what seems 
to be a port; looking down from a 
parapet is a man with a helmet, ar-
mor and halberd characteristic of 
the Renaissance era. In the back-
ground we find the image of a man 
plying the seas aboard a ship, illumi-
nated by the rising sun, symbol-
izing the search for new horizons. 
In the upper left-hand part of the 
painting one can barely make out 
a representation of the birth of 
Venus or Aphrodite, the sym-
bol of fertility and vitality; 
arising from the shell 
on which she stands 
is a sea monster, from 
whose jaws flows the 
water of the sea. 
We may consider 
the figures of the 
shell and the god-
dess as allusions to 
the fecundity of wa-
ter and the renewal of 
life that comes through voyages, 
change and the discovery of new 
worlds. 

The foreground of History 
depicts Cronos or "Father Time" as 
a naked old man, with wings and a 
scythe. This painting is an allego-
ry for the return to Classicism: 
Father Time is walking towards a 
pavilion which rests on columns 
and capitals atop a huge, majesti-
cally upright rock, a symbol of 
firmness and plenitude. A splen-
did sun rises behind the pavilion, 
illuminating the whole scene, 
which is filled with stones of var-
ious dimensions as well as palm 
trees. The palms symbolize victo-
rious renewal, the glorious entrance 
of Jesus Christ to Jerusalem as 
related in the Evangels. This is 
also the significance of the banner 
placed behind Cronos, a totemic 
insignia par excellence. 

The same representation of 
Cronos or Father Time appears in 
the painting entitled Archeology. The 
winged old man with a scythe is 
depicted as part of an allegory in 
which a child shows him a medal-
lion of the bust of Julius Caesar, 

Archeology. 
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Music. 

while three men carry out excava-
tions in the ground facing them 
and one unearths a sculpture of 
Pallas Athena. The image seems 
to refer, in general terms, to the 
archeological discoveries made in 
1720 near Naples, Italy, when the 
lost city of Heraklea or Herculano 
(derived from Herakles or Hercules) 
was unearthed, as well as the 1748 
discovery of Pompeii. Both cities 
had been covered with lava from 
the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. 
These discoveries not only gave 
rise to modern archeology; in 
the field of art they also led to 
the gradual abandonment of the 
Rococo style (derived from the 
Baroque), with a renewed taste 
for the patterns of Greek and Ro-
mantic Classicism. In the upper 
right of this painting we also see a 
sculpture of Hercules, covered 
with the legendary skin of the 
lion of Nemea and wielding a club 
in order to kill a kind of python. 
The men in the background on 

the left are contemplating some 

of the mural frescos found 
in the excavations; images 

from these murals were 
evoked in the works 
of many painters 
who cultivated 
the Neo-Classical 
style. 

Music shows 
three musicians 
in Oriental garb, 

each holding a differ- 
ent stringed instrument (a 

cello, violin and bass). Several 
cherubim appear with them, 

while on the opposite (left) side of 
the painting we find the represen-
tation of a composer (probably 
Palestina) in Western dress; a muse 
with a lute is standing by his side. 
Two magnificent, Solomonic col-
umns flank the scene, while a num-
ber of Classical columns may be 
observed in the background. These 
elements bear witness to the in-
tegration, in all of these allegori-
cal paintings, of the Baroque style 
—which had begun to lose its pre-
dominance— with the new, Neo-
Classical style, which by the last 
third of the 18th century had 
come into its own and 
would then lead to the 
Academicism charac-
teristic of the first half 
of the 19th century. 

Lastly, in Hydrau- 
lics or Physics we see, 
in the foreground, 
the figure of a person-
age in Arab dress, direct- 
ing the activity of several men in 
Western clothing. To the left, one 

of these men is pressing down on 
the end of a lever which lifts the 
floodgates controlling water for 

irrigation. The image seems to 
allude to the era when Spain had 
been invaded by the Arabs, who 
brought such technological inno-
vations as irrigation systems, which 
allowed for an adequate distribu-
tion of water in agricaltural regions, 
through the construction of canals 
and aqueducts based on the appli-
cation of the principies of hydraulics 
or the art of using natural waters. 

With regard to the allegories 
on navigation, archeology, history 
and hydraulics, it is important to 
note that their restoration has 
recently been completed, thanks 
to which we may now fully enjoy 
the original qualities of these works, 
worthy representatives of the em-
blematic and allegorical painting 
of New Spain.' 

New Spain was the Colonial name for 
Mexico. (Translator's note.) 

Hydraulics or Physics. 



Quechquemel woven with silk from Toliman, Querétaro. 
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The death agony of indigenous 
Mexican textiles 

Carlos Romero Giordano* 

Tdi

he ambiguity with which the term "hand-

icrafts" is used to describe most hand-made 

objects has brought about a widespread in-
difference toward the infinity of traditional 

national products derived from this human activity. 

This attitude is understandable when we see stuffed 
animals, arrangements of artificial flowers, hand-

* M. A. in anthropology.  

made home decorations, costume jewelry, etc., being 

presented by the mass media as if they had the same 

importance and cultural value as traditional pottery 
making, metalwork, basket weaving, lacquer ware or 
the creation of different textiles woven on backstrap 

or foot looms. The effect of this "generalization" of 
handicrafts could not be more disastrous, since the 
high price of this disloyal competition has been paid 
by the real artisans. 
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Meztizo blouse from the coastal Mixtec region. 

Stuffed animals may represent Donald Duck or 
Mickey Mouse and, however well made they may be, 
they can be produced in Mexico, Berlin or Hong 
Kong and we will find no substantial difference be-

tween them; but lacquer ware from Olinalá can only 
be made in that old town in the state of Guerrero. 
And what about any of our indigenous textiles or our 

mestizo serapes and shawls? 
The prevailing indifference in Mexico regarding 

our extraordinary ethnological heritage is fundamen-

tally due to the lack of adequate information, leading 
to the unfortunate consequences of today. While many 
other expressions of our culture have been protected 

and are proudly exhibited both domestically and inter-
nationally, this ethnological legacy, the direct descen-
dant of pre-Hispanic cultures and of the cultural syn-
cretism that originated in the 16th century, is dying 

out before our very eyes! 
At the beginning of this century a cry of alarm 

was sounded by important personages such as Dr. Atl, 

Roberto Montenegro, Andrés Molina Enríquez, Ma-
nuel Gamio and Miguel Othón de Mendizábal. In 

the 1950s the voices of Daniel Rubín de la Borbolla 

and Alfonso Caso were added to the chorus. Yet all 

their timely observations failed to find the necessary 

support. Today, more than ever before, we are forced 
to rely on foreign museums in order to appreciate 
what was produced in Mexico only a short time ago. 

It is certainly true that some expressions of the 
misnamed "popular art" have not only managed to 

survive but even continue to be produced. They can 

easily be found in any handicraft business; the differ-
ence is in the quality of production. In contrast, the 
splendid heritage of ethnic textiles is going through 

the last years of its death agony. 
There is an ancient tradition of cloth weaving 

within the cultural area known as Mesoamerica. 
Unfortunately, because of the climate, we have been 
left with only a few examples of ancient weaving. 
Textiles from the central highlands dating from the 

period between 900 and 500 B.C. clearly show that 
there was sufficient knowledge to permit the use of 
cotton fiber threads for weaving, as well as the devel-
opment and use of the backstrap loom. This loom, 
however simple it may have been, could only be 
the result of a long period of technological experi-

mentation. 
After the arrival of Hernán Cortés in 1519, the 

development of textiles achieved by all of the con-
quered cultures was recorded in the "Historical Sources" 

Purépecha sash from the Lacustre region of Michoacán. 
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